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AN EDITORIAL PmE iACE

ith no incent ©o exert ary undue influsnce on the members

of the Society, the actinz =ditor---for no one clse sesems to ke
ccting in any rezuler manner--—-would nevertheless asik this op-
portuuity to offer a few sugzestions for the publication of
this Newsletter:
(1) we ouzht to guit changiaz its name every second or third
time we publish 1it,.
(2) e would do well to akendon fancy headinzs, attempts to
imitote the make up of the deily newsvepers, etce.
(?) contritutors chould eschew the polysyllatic jorgon which,

i5h disordercd syntax, ils unhappily so common in the writings
of professional archaeolozists,
(%) Wwe need more preliminary reports ou work in Progress.,
Detailed z2nd extended papers are more sultable for publication
by the Texas Socletye. | |
(5) pP=pers for this newsletter need not be limited to work
done 1n excavating sites. If come memker wiSheg to indulge in

comuent or detotce: Let him do s=o.



UNUSUAL ALTIFACTS FhON SITE 41AULl, AUSTIN COUNTY, TEXAS
A. 1. Duke

A cache of 65 flint flakes, all suitatle for flaking into
srrowpoints, was found at the 19-inch level at gite 41AU1, Austin
county, TExac.

The flakeg, found kty auth Duke, were in 2 space of four Ly
four incheg 71l were preceed together tightly. Flaskes renzeg 1in
size from about two and & healf inches to &n inch =nd a querter
in lepzth end 2all were less thon halfl an inch thick. wWidth var-
ied widely from half 2n inch to two cnd a half inches. There
were no cmall chips wne=ar the flakes, One finisned, kroken arti-

fsaet waes found with the flakegc, This was

V]

ckin tepered point,
atout two aund three-guorters inches lonz, similar to a pandora
point.

4 btone f{ighnook, made from the toe bone of a deer, was
found at 11 inches by G2ry Duke, The hook is an inch and a
quarter lopg and the distance tetween the hook and shenk is a
auarter of an inch. 7The hook has a needle point and is nighly
polished. 4 search of literature indicates that reports of
fi

shhooks found in this zrea ©re rare,

A PCSTSCnIPT TO DUKE'S KEPOLT

H. Mewhinney

Ae your edlitorial committecman, I will toke the literty
of adaing some comments to our fellow-memker A. L. Duke's re-

port on the cache of 65 flakes,



Finds of this sort are extremely rare in tnis pag% of
the country, although on the Edwards Plateau, where flint is
akbundant, waste flakes aad irrezularly shapred cores can :te
picked up ty the tons of millious.

It is to be hoped that Mr. Duke can ke persuaded to study
the literature in Jdetail and write a much fuller report---and
especially a fully illustrated one---for some puktlication
rather more august than this little Newsletter.

Although an enormous amount of work has teen doune of the

tyrology of projectile points in many parts of North America,



PO S,

l1ittle haes heen written on the nrokaslble methods of making

them. And that little =2tounds in errors. Many trained arch-

1

easlneists are still so deluded ~s to relieve that the dart
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points of the Archaic stagze werc often m=ade from cores rather
than frowm flakes.

The bagic crezftsmanship involved in makingz any sort of
flint projectile point---whether so fantzsstically delicate and
gyrmetricael as the fiunest srecimens of Folsom work, or whether
merely servicestble---coneists in the ability to strike off the

(¢ from which the point itself is later shaped.
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opsided flake---
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1f the workmop gtartes with & thick 2nd
ahd 21l the more o 1f he starts with a2 core---he c2n never
meke even a half-wey-gyametrical projectile point out of 1it.

Not that the workmaa needs & flake c£o hardsome as some of
the finsst of the lamell:sr flakes. PRut he must have a flake
that is reasonzaktly thin and reasonatcly flat, If the flake is
I-sh2ped, S-chened, or pothook-shzped in cross-section, the
workman ig eimply w2sting his time,

That 1s to say, 1in the find made Ly the Dukes we have a
2liaopse of the actual abtorizinal manquCturing process, of the
workman nt his work, of the suff he needecd to start with., A
ran mexing o table hrns to stert with plenks; and a man wmaking

projectile noints has to gtart with flakes,
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A LALGE POT

Danny Hartoan

Atout M~rch 1, I went to a midden on the southeast shore
of Rurnet pay, thot Mr. ¢caldwell had told me abtout, This midden
is on the eilge of Lot 104 on payshore Drive, where a slough
comes into Burnet ray. There have been nine arrowheads and
many pieces of nottery found here, that I kuaow of.

After a little excavation around the midden, I struck a
picsce of pottery. While uncovering this rather large pilece, I
found more that T thought telonzed to the same pot., The ground
there is tlack zumko and full of clamshells, The tide was

rather high that day end as I dug, the water started seeping



into the hole, =0 I cuit with atout half of the ot in large
and small piccczs. After abtout five wore trips to the midden
I had zot all the pieces I now have, which is about eight or
nine tenthe of the whole thing, The hole all the pieces came
out of was about three feet in diameter =21nd went to a depth of
no more than eizhtecen inches,

The rim of the pot, which is cowplete, is slightly scal-
1oped and 656 milimeters in circumference., There are two,
3 milimeter holes 16 milimeters apart, that have teen placed
about 13 milimeters btelow the rim. From the rim, the sides
slope in o little, then spread to a circumference of 814 mili-
meters., rheie is a sort of knob of clay somewhat off center on
the bottom of the pot. The denth is 309 milimeters. The oub-
side of the vot ig without sarkings and the inside shows quite
heavy lines or ridgzes, indicating the use of fingers or perhaps
2 krush for shaving. The color varies from black to gray or
trown, though on the inside are pinkish tones, 1In all, we
found atout 140 pieces, varying in sgize from akout 18 sguare

inches to % sguare inch.






MONTGOMERY COUNTY~HOSTETER ChEZK NUMREER 1

This site was Jiscovered in thne winter of 1¢59 as I uwas
explorinz the northeast part of Mountzgomery County for new sites.
At the confluence of two small streams atout 100 yards upstream
from their entrance into Hosteter Creek, there ie a loamy knoll
that can ke rcachei et mid-winter only by cearefully picking your
step throuzh & wnarrow, shallow swomp. The knoll rises to a crest
of probably five feet =2nd is approximately seventy-five yards
from streaw to stream. There erc numerous 20pher mounds in the
are=2, with Jdirt verying from light btrown to 2lmost rlack. The
mounds are rich in pressure flakes, with an occasional sherd
teing found. Two bkroken peints have been recoveréd from them,
Abtout four yeaors ago (1956) the trees were dozed down and pushed
into the swamp. Threc test pite, six sauare feet each, were dug
last year aud 10 to 15 fairly zood points of verying descrip-
tione were taken, Othcrwise the site has keen undisturbed.

on Fetruary 3, 19¢l, the Frank Bays 2nd the Dr, Don Lewis
family, both members of the Houston Archaelogical Society,
starcved an organized approach toward gathering useful infor-
motion on this site, After first zetting permission from Mr.
Westwmoreland of Willis,Texase, who is in charge of the land,
we made the following observations and procedures:

1) A generally north and south fence divided the knoll in
half 2nd we had access to only the west half.
2) wWe estaklished true north as teing atout 15 degrees to

the right of the fence line as we looked northerly.
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Thé fence went through the crest of the knoll. There-
fore our bench mark, set ia a girdled water oak tree, in
quadrant III, wos on the same piane asg the ground level
under the fence.,

A stake was sget under the fence and a string line was
drawn due west to another stake to establish our east-
west axis,

Ten yarde west of the fence will ke the crossing polnt of
of the cast-west axis with the north-south axis and this

divides the accessatbtle land into four quadrants; I north-~



’ east, IT southemast, ITI couthwest and IV northwest. A
~ majofity 5f this working area will be in quadrants III and
IV,
€) Rroth bhree foot squares that were worked (éay I-A-5 and
Lewis T-A-7) were ouly three inches below benchmark,
Therefore our first levels were from three inches down to

twelve inches aud 2ll other levels were six inches,
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NEW MEMBERS

The following new members were accepted into the Houston
Archaeological Society at the monthly meeting on April 14, 1961:
Keller Leese Devis, Jr., 1804 Stuart avenue, Houston,
Euth H. Duke, 1706 0aks Drive, pPasadena.
koy T. Hopkins, Jr., 6006 rFairdale Iane, Houston.
kRaymond I.. Vinson, 1209 Trimm, Pasadena,
Russell W. vinxon, ¢ " u .

Stephen Ao Vil’]SOl’l, " 1" 1 R

NOW AVAILARLE

"The Archaeologists Note Book", by Clement W. Meighan,
University of california, ILos Angeles,

Four hundred and twelve pageg; five and a half by eight
and 2 half, flexitle plastic cover; %4,50.

4 concise handbook and manual for the field worker in
archaeology. gGeneral instruction in good field wethods---
f1eld curveying, recording of sites, mapping of sites, tech-
vicues for collecting faunal remains and midden maeterial., Basic
techniques for cataloguing, photograph, making soil profiles,
ctc.

Bultiple copies of eight different data forms are provided
in this btook. .

Coplies are avallatle from the Chandler Publishipg company ,

660 Market Strcet, San Frencisco 4, california.



